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“GOD IS NOT A MAN” 
 

 It is one of the most basic truths set forth in the 

Bible: the God of heaven is not a human. He never 

has been and never will be. The prophet Samuel 

described Jehovah as “the Strength of Israel” who 

“is not a man” (1 Samuel 15:29). Balaam declared, 

“God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of 

man, that He should repent” (Numbers 23:19). 

Because God does not change, those facts about 

Him are still true today. No, “God is not a man.” 

 The Lord God created man in His own image 

(Genesis 1:26,27), and the Bible is plain, super 

plain, in setting forth the truth that since the Lord 

created us, He is above us. He is the Creator; we are 

the created. He is the Master; we are the servants. 

He is the Potter; we are the clay (Isaiah 64:8).  

 Those who attempt to bring God down to man’s 

level err greatly. In the same way, those who try to 

elevate themselves or other humans up to God’s 

level make a huge mistake. God is not a man, and 

man is not God. It is blasphemous to say otherwise.  

 If the Lord is not a human, then why do we read 

in the Scriptures about Him having body parts? The 

Bible speaks of God’s hand (1 Peter 5:6), His eyes 

(Jeremiah 16:17), and His ears (1 Peter 3:12). What 

is that all about? When the Bible uses such 

language, it is a case of “anthropomorphism.” What 

in the world does that mean? That is what we call it 

when we take human characteristics and attribute 

them to God. God moves things, hears, and sees. If 

we put those abilities into human language, then we 

think about hands, ears, and eyes. The Bible affirms 

that God is a spirit-Being rather than flesh and 

blood like you and me (John 4:24).  

 The Holy Spirit guided Paul to say that “we are 

the offspring of God” (Acts 17:29). If God is not a 

human, then how can it be true that humans are His 

offspring? God made Adam and Eve in His image. 

Adam is said to have been “of God” or “the son of 

God” (Luke 3:38). We came from Adam, who came 

from God. Thus, He is the Source of humanity. 

 Since God is not a man, then we should not 

expect Him to think like humans do. His ways and 

thoughts are far above ours (Isaiah 55:8,9). Some 

people seem to assume that the Lord ought to think 

and act like they do, and when they learn that such 

is not the case, they are not happy. Now what right 

would any human ever have to get upset with God 

over His plans or actions? Absolutely none.  

 Because God is not a man, we should not 

envision Him as a grandfather-looking figure with a 

long, white beard. He is God “from everlasting to 

everlasting” (Psalm 90:2), but He cannot be 

humanized and made to appear like an old man. 

 When we speak about God, we ought to do so 

with the greatest reverence. “Holy and awesome is 

His name . . . “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 

praised . . .” (Psalm 111:9; 145:3). Regardless of 

who might do it, whether it is said in a joking or 

serious manner, it is disrespectful and degrading to 

refer to the Almighty as “the man upstairs,” “the big 

guy upstairs,” or “the big fellow in the sky.” Never 

should such words come forth from the lips of one 

whose heart adores Him and wants to praise Him. 

As Christians approach His throne in prayer and as 

we tell others about Him, He is our Father in heaven 

whose name is to be revered (Matthew 6:9). Always. 

 The majestic, eternal God is not some “cool 

dude.” “Dude” – “SLANG: any man or boy: often 

used as a casual term of address, as from one young 

man to another” [www.yourdictionary.com]. Coming 

before the Lord with, “Hey, Dude” may sound 

modern and have a ring of closeness to it, but let us 

recall that God is neither a man nor a boy. He 

deserves more dignity than being called “Dude.” 

 When some Jews of Malachi’s day failed to 

show a proper attitude toward God and the worship 

which He desired, He said, “A son honors his 

father, and a servant his master. If then I am the 

Father, where is My honor? And if I am a Master, 

where is My reverence?” (Malachi 1:6). God is 

worthy of respect, and that is exactly what He 

expects to receive from each of us at all times in all 

places. He is not a man. He is the Almighty.  

-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 17 
 

 Sacrifices to God, capital punishment, turning to 

priests in judgment matters, and instructions regarding 

kings are some of the major themes of this section.  

 Unblemished sacrifices – “You shall not sacrifice 

to the LORD your God a bull or sheep which has any 

blemish or defect, for that is an abomination to the 

LORD your God” (17:1). In the Israelites’ service to 

God, only their best was acceptable.   

 Death penalty matters – Hear this principle: 

“Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death . 

. .” (17:6). Concerning capital punishment, what 

additional instructions do we find in this context? If 

there was evidence that an Israelite transgressed God’s 

covenant by worshipping an idol, the sun, the moon, 

or any other host of heaven, then that person was to be 

put to death (17:2-4). The death penalty could be 

administered only when there were two or three 

witnesses (17:6). Such punishment was to be carried 

out by stoning (17:5), it was to be done for either a 

male or female transgressor (17:5), and the action was 

to be carried out in order to “put away the evil” from 

among the Israelite society (17:7). 

 Appeal to the priests in special cases – If there 

were judgment cases that involved matters too 

difficult to discern at the local level, then God wanted 

the Israelites to come to the priests, who would 

administer judgment “according to the sentence of the 

law” (17:8-11). How binding were the priests’ 

decisions in such judicial matters? Failing to comply 

with the priests’ judgments was another evil action 

that called for the death penalty: “Now the man who 

acts presumptuously and will not heed the priest who 

stands to minister there before the LORD your God, 

or the judge, that man shall die” (17:12). Such 

teaching from Jehovah reminds us that it is His will 

for His people to submit to those to whom He has 

delegated authority. 

 When Israel would have kings (17:14-20): God 

knew that there would come a time when Israel would 

cry out to have a king “like all the nations” (17:14; cf. 

1 Samuel 8). God forbid Israel’s kings from 

multiplying for themselves horses, wives, silver, and 

gold (17:16-18) (You may recall that Solomon 

violated each of those restrictions). On the positive 

side, each king of Israel was supposed to write his 

own personal copy of the law of Moses. He was to 

keep that copy with him and read it all the days of his 

life, “that he may learn to fear the LORD his God and 

be careful to observe all the words of this law” 

(17:18,19). Such a king could be a great influence for 

good and a wonderful blessing to the nation. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 18 
 

 The portions of the priests and Levites (18:1-8) – It 

was the Lord who chose the tribe of Levi to be the 

priestly tribe (18:1,5). They would not receive a land 

inheritance in Canaan as the other tribes did. Instead, 

the Lord was their inheritance (18:2). Portions of the 

sacrificed animals went to the priests, as did the 

firstfruits from the Israelites’ harvest (18:3,4). Those 

were to serve as “wages” for the Levites and priests. 

 Witchcraft, sorcery, and related activities – God’s 

desire for Israel was crystal clear: “. . . you shall not 

learn to follow the abominations of those nations” 

(18:9). Other nations would practice many things, but 

having a large number of people to participate in them 

did not make them right in God’s sight. In fact, the 

Lord told Israel about the abominable practices of the 

Gentile world, “. . . but as for you, the LORD your 

God has not appointed such for you” (18:14). God 

wanted (and still does) the line of distinction between 

His people and others to be maintained at all times.  

 In this context, what are those “abomination” 

matters that the Lord named? Passing kids through the 

fire (as done by idol-worshippers), witchcraft, 

soothsaying, sorcery, conjuring “spells,” and similar 

activities (18:10,11). Practicers of these were to be put 

to death (Leviticus 20:27). Such satanic exercises 

were “outlawed” by God. He alone is the Lord of 

heaven and earth, and to Him alone must all humans 

turn for guidance and spiritual instruction. 

 A Prophet like Moses –God told Moses, “I will 

raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their 

brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He 

shall speak to them all that I command Him” (18:18). 

The message of Deuteronomy 18:15,18 is a Messianic 

prophecy. Jesus declared that Moses wrote about Him 

(John 5:46). This is one of those instances. Discerning 

Jews confessed this about Jesus: “This is truly the 

Prophet who is to come into the world” (John 6:14). 

 Like Moses, Jesus was sent by God, did great 

miracles, is a Deliverer, is the mediator of a covenant, 

and has a law named after Him. How much authority 

would the Prophet possess? People were to hear and 

submit to Him in all things (18:15,18). Those who 

refused to do so would be punished (18:19; Acts 3:23).  

 False vs. true prophets of God – The Israelites were 

to be on guard against false prophets among them. If 

one claimed to speak words from God but God had 

not commanded him, if one spoke in the name of other 

gods, or if one’s prediction purportedly was from the 

Lord but did not come to pass – such messages were 

not from the Lord. Israel was neither to fear nor 

tolerate such false messengers (18:20-22).  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



GRATITUDE

 Whether we realize it or not, we are blessed 

immensely. While many in the world go through life 

with no apparent sense of thankfulness for their 

blessings, surely Jesus’ disciples are not like that.  

 Multiple Bible passages make it clear that God 

wants His children to be grateful for their blessings. 

To “be thankful” ought to be a trait possessed by 

every Christian (Colossians 3:15). Again we read, 

“Pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 

Thessalonians 5:17,18). Yes, even the food which we 

consume is to be “received with thanksgiving” (1 

Timothy 4:4).  

 We find it refreshing to see small children 

expressing gratitude to a parent, a sibling, a teacher, or 

one who is a stranger to them. When little ones have 

the habit of saying, “Thank you,” we know that 

someone has trained them to speak in that manner. 

Such children are blessed to be reared in such a way 

that those words are expected from them.  

 On the other hand, in contrast to the beauty of 

gratitude, most likely all of us also have seen the 

ugliness of ingratitude. The Bible speaks of perilous 

times in which people would be unthankful (2 Timothy 

3:1,2). Timothy lived in such times nearly two 

thousand years ago (2 Timothy 3:5). So do we.  

 We recall the ten lepers who were healed by the 

Christ. Amazingly (or is it really that surprising?) only 

one of those men (ten per cent) returned to thank Jesus 

and give glory to God (Luke 17:11-17). As we read 

that Bible text, we want to scream out, “What is wrong 

with you ungrateful people?!” Yet, if we are not 

careful, we, too, might be guilty of taking blessings and 

kindness for granted. Does that sound familiar? 

 Can you think of any Bible characters who had 

things for which they should have been grateful? What 

about Timothy? He was blessed to have someone take 

a special interest in him and teach him God’s way of 

salvation when he was still a child (2 Timothy 3:15). 

Though the Bible does not directly declare it, we 

suspect that his early influence came from his believing 

mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5).  

 Who else? Joseph, the son of Jacob, despite his 

intense trials and unfair treatment, had one who stuck 

with him through thick and thin. That, of course, was 

the God of heaven. Ruth was blessed to have a caring 

mother-in-law like Naomi. David was blessed to have a 

great friend like Jonathan. Esther was blessed to have a 

supportive relative (Mordecai). Peter was blessed to 

have a second chance after his disastrous denial of 

Jesus. Paul was blessed to have faithful co-laborers 

who assisted him throughout the Roman Empire. 

 We usually are able to recognize when others have 

been blessed. What about ourselves? Do we see the 

blessings which abound in our life? If we do, do we 

take the time to express our thankfulness to other 

humans as well as to our heavenly Father?  

 We have material blessings, which are part of the 

“all things” that the Creator showers upon us (Acts 

17:25). If you doubt the extent of your material riches, 

it would not take much effort for you to seek out 

information to see how people in other places, 

including some in our home country, struggle to find 

daily food as well as adequate clothes and shelter.  

 We are blessed to serve a forgiving God. If He 

were not such a Being, we would not be able to get 

out of the predicament that is stated like this: “The 

wages of sin is death” (Romans 6;23).  

 We are blessed to have second chances. Our God is 

not simply “the God of second chances”; in fact, He is 

the God of multiple, yes, countless chances. The 

promise to Christians that their sins will be cleansed 

by Jesus’ blood covers every instance in which we 

humble ourselves and confess our sins (1 John 1:7-9).  

 Most of us are blessed to live in a place and in an 

era when wonderful, modern conveniences are 

available. I like conveniences, don’t you? Technology 

allows us to communicate, work, cook, travel, and 

carry out a variety of common tasks in ways that are 

not nearly as challenging or time-consuming as they 

were in past generations. Let us not be forgetful to 

thank our God for such.  

 We are blessed to have our family and friends. 

How many times have they come to our assistance and 

support unconditionally? Some of us regret that we 

came to realize too late (only after their passing) that 

our parents, siblings, or friends were special. Any 

chance to express our gratitude to them is now gone.  

 We are blessed to have opportunities. Some folks 

are just as intelligent as the wealthy CEO’s of the 

most financially-successful companies, but they lack 

the educational or occupational opportunities. They 

are quality folks, but simply live in a place or time 

when their chances are more limited. Let us not take 

our opportunities for granted. Instead, let us redeem 

the time and use them well (Ephesians 5:16). 

 Each of us can say with Paul that we are what we 

are by the grace of God (1 Corinthians 15:10). We 

owe Him a great debt. Someone said, “Feeling 

gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a 

present and not giving it.” Let us not cease to be 

thankful. Let us be prepared to express our gratitude 

to our God and any humans who bless us in any way. 
-- Roger D. Campbell



Acts 8:4 – DISCIPLES “WENT EVERYWHERE PREACHING THE WORD”

 After the church began, there was a time when the 

disciples were blessed by “having favor with all the 

people” (Acts 2:47). As time went along, that scenario 

changed drastically. Two apostles of Jesus, John and 

Peter, were taken into custody by Jewish authorities, 

interrogated by them, and warned not to preach in 

Jesus’ name (Acts 4). Next we read that all of the 

apostles were brought before the Jewish Sanhedrin, 

threatened, and beaten (Acts 5). The persecution 

escalated when Stephen was murdered (Acts 7).  

 Then what? The attack against Jesus’ disciples 

continued. “At that time a great persecution arose 

against the church which was at Jerusalem, and they 

were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 

and Samaria, except the apostles” (Acts 8:1). Saul of 

Tarsus was leading the way as “he made havoc of the 

church” (Acts 8:3). 

 Those thoughts serve as the background to the 

one-sentence declaration recorded in Acts 8:4: 

“Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere 

preaching the word.” Who was scattered? The 

disciples who had been in Jerusalem (excluding the 

apostles). What forced them to leave Jerusalem? Fiery 

persecution against them. 

 When God’s people come under attack, that is 

never a pleasant thing for them. Yet, sometimes in life 

good things can come out of unpleasant 

circumstances. We wonder: when the disciples had to 

leave Jerusalem and were scattered, did anything good 

come out of that? Most certainly! What? The scattered 

saints went about teaching the word, and by doing so, 

they gave many “new” people the chance to hear the 

gospel and be saved. We know that scattered disciples 

went to teach in Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:1), as well 

as in Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch of Syria (Acts 

11:19). Fantastic! It is always a great thing when the 

gospel is carried into new areas. Are we doing that? 

 When one door is closed, another one may be 

opened, and it may turn out to be better than the one 

through which we originally wanted to pass. Again, 

disappointments or unpleasant experiences sometimes 

can lead to good results. Many of us know individuals 

who were facing serious health issues, and because 

they were brought face to face with the reality of life’s 

brevity and uncertainty, they began to have an interest 

in the message of the Bible, which ultimately led to 

their conversion. I have a couple of friends whose 

salvation was initiated by a conversation at a funeral. 

Seriously? The unhappy occasion of losing a friend or 

loved one played a role in their redemption.  

 On the human, personal level, those disciples who 

were forced to leave Jerusalem would have faced 

some challenges. Some of those may have been 

intense. They had to take along at least some physical 

belongings. They had to relocate their families. They 

had to find a new place to live. They had to make 

arrangements to have a job to support their families. 

Some people are great at adapting to new challenges 

and new environments; others are miserable when 

they must face such changes. Whatever the early 

disciples’ individual comfort zones might have been 

in adapting to new circumstances, it was great that 

they were spreading the word. 

 In the book of Acts, we see God’s people on the 

go. Sometimes it was by choice; on other occasions, it 

was out of necessity. Jesus wants us to go, go, go and 

teach, teach, teach the gospel to all people (Mark 

16:15). We should not have to wait on a natural 

disaster, a national calamity, serious health issues, the 

death of a loved one, or severe persecution to get us 

moving. We have the message of Calvary and a risen 

Lord. Lost people need to hear all about that!  

 In the early days of the church, we see the apostles 

taking the lead in evangelism (Acts 2-5). But, when 

we read in Acts 8:4 about somebody going 

everywhere to preach the word, that somebody was 

not the apostles, since they had remained in Jerusalem 

(Acts 8:1). So, just who was it that was going all over 

spreading the gospel? Scattered brothers and sisters. 

The work force included Philip the evangelist (Acts 

8:5) and perhaps other notable teachers, but it also 

was comprised of common, plain members of the 

church. What a beautiful thought!  

 Paul instructed Timothy to take what he had 

learned and commit it (by teaching and training) to 

other faithful people, with the goal being that those 

trained ones could, in turn, go out and teach others (2 

Timothy 2:2). It never was God’s plan for an elite, 

professional, or semi-pro group of Christians to do all 

of the teaching. It is God’s will for each child of His, 

yes, every child of His, to be involved in teaching the 

gospel to others. The twenty-first century church is 

not getting the job done in this area. We need more 

teacher training and 100% involvement in teaching! 

 What do we see in Acts 8? We see God’s people 

under attack, God’s people on the go, God’s people 

teaching His word, and God’s people refusing to quit 

when life got tough. Surely we can learn from this. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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